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his month marks the beginning of the 
church season of Lent. For those of you 

unfamiliar with Lent, it is the forty day (Sun-
days don’t count) period leading up to Easter 
which commemorates Christ’s similar period 
of fasting in the wilderness. This year that sea-
son begins on February 17, Ash Wednesday. 
I will send out an online service on this date 
but we will not plan on meeting in person that 
day due to the ongoing pandemic. Though we 
will not come together that day, I hope that this 
does not take the focus off of the intent of the 
season. For this year, I think the observation 
of Lent can be more meaningful than ever.  

At the heart of Lent is the concept of sacrifice. 
We worship a God who made the ultimate sac-
rifice on our behalf in the form of Jesus Christ. 
To truly follow Jesus means, in part, to follow 
his example of sacrifice on behalf of our neigh-
bors, and even our enemies. The prevalence 
of the coronavirus over the past year has put 
into stark contrast the limits of sacrifice. Feel 
free to disagree with me, but I do not believe 
that 30 people in our county, 400,000 people 
in our country, or 2 million people worldwide 
all had to die as a result of this terrible disease. 
With that said, nearly everyone has made sac-
rifices in their daily lives that they would not 
have even considered a year ago at this time. 
I think that Lent can serve this year to help us 
reflect on this concept of sacrifice and con-
sider the continued sacrifices that this pan-
demic demands. To help with this, the church 
will provide three special online services for 
Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and 

Good Friday. Ash Wednesday reminds us that 
we are but dust and without the sacrifice of 
Christ it is to dust that we are destined to re-
turn. Maundy Thursday emphasizes the sacri-
fice of service as Christ washed the feet of his 
disciples as an example to them before par-
taking with them in the Last Supper. Good Fri-
day commemorates the greatest sacrifice of 
all, that of the Crucifixion. Additionally, I will be 
sending out a daily devotion focused on sev-
eral other Lenten themes. Finally, I would en-
courage everyone to adopt a Lenten disci-
pline. This can be denying yourself a particular 
luxury or adding a spiritual habit to your daily 
routine throughout the season.  

Some have criticized Lenten sacrifices of triv-
ial vices like alcohol or junk food or Facebook 
as vain and self-centered. I would argue 
though that trying to discipline ourselves from 
our own temptations serves as a constant re-
minder of the infinitely greater sacrifices that 
God has made on our behalf. It also helps us 
to drop bad habits, replace them with better 
ones, and begin to live more spiritually disci-
plined lives in the way that Christ has taught. 
Sometimes it is hard to be good. If it were easy 
we would not have needed Christ to show us 
how. As we prepare for the blessing of new life 
and the Easter resurrection, let us first prepare 
ourselves by focusing on the sacrifices that 
made that possible through the prayerful and 
disciplined observation of the Lenten season.  

God be with you, 

Scott 
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February Lectionary Readings 
Sermon topic in italics 

 

February 7 (5th Sunday after the Epiphany) 

• Isaiah 40:21-31 

• Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 

• 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

• Mark 1:29-39 
 

February 14 (Transfiguration Sunday) 

• 2 Kings 2:1-12 

• Psalm 50:1-6 

• 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

• Mark 9:2-9 
 

February 21 (1st Sunday in Lent) 

• Genesis 9:8-17 

• Psalm 25:1-10 

• 1 Peter 3:18-22 

• Mark 1:9-15 
 

February 28 (2nd Sunday in Lent) 

• Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

• Psalm 22:23-31 

• Romans 4:13-25 

• Mark 8:31-38 OR Mark 9:2-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week of Compassion 
 

The last two Sundays of February (2/21 & 2/28) the church will take up its annual offering for 
Week of Compassion. Week of Compassion is the disaster relief, refugee, and development fund 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). In just the past year, money from the fund has been 
used to help fight wildfires in Australia, to rebuild from cyclones in Africa, to help churches right 
here in Virginia combat Covid-19, and in countless other endeavors throughout the globe and in 
30 different US states. In fact, when the Covid-19 outbreak first began in China, money from 
Week of Compassion was used to help try to contain and understand the new disease.  

 

Last year our congregation generously raised over $900 to contribute to these efforts. This year, 
despite the struggles we have faced, I am challenging us to contribute over $1000 as a congrega-
tion. We average about 20 cars at a typical drive-in service. That comes out to just $50 per car. I 
think we can meet this goal easily and, more importantly, by doing so we can continue Christ’s 
legacy of turning suffering into hope. Please remember to write on any checks Week of Compas-
sion and if you would like to mail a check, please send it to Snow Creek Christian Church, 4970 
Snow Creek Rd., Martinsville, VA 24112. Thank you all so much for your generous support to a 
worthy cause.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  

 
                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE CHURCH 
WILL PROVIDE A 
SPECIAL ONLINE 
SERVICE FOR ASH 
WEDNESDAY ON 
FEBRUARY 17 
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The Church Outreach Committee made a generous donation to the Free Clinic of Franklin County. 
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, a large portion of the funds were donated by Ruby Mae 
from monies from face mask sales.   

   

Ruby Mae would like to extend her thanks to Phillip Haynes for selling the majority of the masks in 
his store. Also, she would like to thank all of the individuals that assisted in her efforts by providing 
fabric and materials needed for making the face masks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘MEMORIES FROM FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER   

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



        

FEBRUARY 
 

 

Birthdays 

 

2   Misty Martin 

6   Steve Jordan  

11 Phil Winn 

11  Evan Mitchell  

12  Veronica Doyle 

14 Oaklyn Washburn 

15 Baylee Dalton, Tony Plybon 

16  Silas Amos  

22   Heather Via, Susan Gardner 

23   Del Smith 

25   Ruby Mae Oakes, Phillip Haynes 

 

Anniversary 

 

5   Davy & Lynn Mitchell 

15  Jim & Nancy Compton 

 

 

 
If you have information for the newsletter on our church family please email me at barb-
smith@b2xonline.com or call me at 540 352 4535 or relay in person.  

 

 


